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The	American	Associa:on	of	
Chemistry	Teachers	(AACT) 

What	is	it?		
  A	professional	community	by	and	for	K–12	teachers	

of	chemistry.	
	
Why	should	I	Join?	
• Discover	customized	classroom	resources	
• Find	professional	development											Tech	Tips--BYOD	
• Connect	with	other	teachers	
• Publish	and	share	your	ideas						
• Includes	many	benefits	
		

	
 
 



The	American	Associa:on	of	
Chemistry	Teachers	(AACT) 

What	are	the	benefits?																									
•  Classroom	resources	
•  Online	periodical:	Chemistry	Solu/ons		
•  SubscripEon:	ChemMa3ers	magazine	
•  Webinars		
•  Science	Coaches	
•  And	more!	For	only	$50!!!	
 

To	learn	more	about	AACT,	sign	up	for	updates,	or	
become	a	member,	please	visit		

teachchemistry.org	 
 

    



My	Safety	Story	

• My pre-service classes never went 
over science-specific courses (i.e. 
Labs) 

•  In my first year of teaching, I was 
given a text book and a basic lab 
manual. 

•  It was just me and 2 other rookie 
teachers!!! 





Trying to Survive 

•  As a young teacher, I learned through trial 
and error and massive effort 

•  We three new teachers HAD to 
collaborate!!! 

•  We really only had each other. 



What	I�ve	Learned	

Proac:ve	>	Reac:ve	
•  Safety	contracts		
•  Set	aside	a	whole	class	period	early	in	the	year	
•  Review	safety	before	EACH	lab!!	

Create	a	Safety	Culture	
•  “Goggles!!!!”	
•  "If	you	don't	want	me	to	see	it,	that	means	you	shouldn't	do	it"	

Think	Like	a	Teenager	(Some:mes)	
•  Helps	to	anEcipate	hazards	and	leaps	of	logic	
•  Can	this	blow	up??	



Know your experiments!!!! 
• What you should expect 
• What can go wrong 
•  Correct amounts and concentrations 
 



Working	with	Pre-Service	Teachers	

Be	Prepared	and	Set	Clear	Expecta:ons	
•  Especially	important	in	a	lab	seUng	
•  If	possible,	try	to	do	the	lab	ahead	of	Eme.	

Invest	in	Lab	Experiences	
•  Make	the	commitment	
•  Start	small,	do	what	you	are	comfortable	with.	

Organizing	a	Stock	Room	
•  OrganizaEon	strategies	(not	alphabeEcal!)	
•  IncompaEble	chemicals,	etc.	

Find	a	Mentor	
•  The	unique	challenge	for	a	teacher	of	chemistry	is	the	lab	
•  Collaborate,	learn	from	others!	



AACT	and	Safety—Resources	

Resources	
•  Labs,	Lesson	Plans,	Demos	
•  ArEcles	in	Chemistry	Solu/ons	



AACT	and	Safety—PD	

Professional	Development	
•  Webinars	on	lab	cleanup,	stockroom,	etc.	
•  Workshops	on	conducEng	demos	safely	



AACT	and	Safety—Other	

#SafetyTuesday	
•  Safety	Eps	and	resources	from	ACS	
•  Workshops	on	conducEng	demos	safely	

Other	
•  Safety	pledge	
•  Blog	posts	about	safety	
•  Links	to		other	trusted	sources	of	chemical	safety	informaEon	



For	More	Informa:on	

Resources	
•  teachchemistry.org/safety	



Website Open House 

www.teachchemistry.org/content/aact/en/professional-development/webinars.html 

All resources will be unlocked from 2PM Sept 14 to 2AM Sept 15th!!!! 
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