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UC San Diego: History





UCSD Campus



UC San Diego (UCSD)
• Main Campus began with an idea championed by Roger 

Revelle
• The first “UCSD College – Revelle” was/is Science Centric
• First Buildings on “upper campus” housed the “Natural 

Sciences”
• Chemistry (Urey Hall)
• Physics (Mayer Hall)
• Biology (Bonner Hall)

• UC San Diego has 6 Colleges, 35,821 students, 7,689 
Grad/Med Students, >1250 faculty on (approx.) 2000 acres…



UC San Diego has Six “Colleges”



Prof. Murray Goodman

Chancellor MA Fox

Prof. Haim Weizman

Douglas Harvey
Chemical Safety

Specialist

Some UCSD Colleagues
(I view each as a 
“Safety Mensch”)

2004



Prof. James K. Whitesell

Marye Anne Fox receives
National Medal of Science





Safety and the Science Research…
• Starting in the mid 1980’s: Safety started to become an overt 

part of campus
• Prior to 1985: EHS was “very small” – less that 10 “FTEs”

• EHS was “low-profile”
• Safety was largely in the hands of the “faculty” and “research 

community”
• Support from the administrative side was minimal

• After 1990: Safety & EHS enters the “conscious arena” in 
campus activities

“ Mid 80’s -- I moved from “Grad-Student” to Safety in an 
official way”



So – What 
Happened from 
1990 to 2005?

Lab Standard (1990 Fed / 1991 CA)
Corporate Criminal Liability Act - “Be A Manager – Go To Jail”

EHS and Administrative Support Grows
Environmental Responsibility “hits” campus

“Students Demand Safety Information Access”
“Match” faculty & staff safety awareness training



How do we 
empower 
responsible safety?

1st Hurdle to overcome 
is how do we cajole the 

academic research 
community into realizing 

that risks are real and 
that most are avoidable 

& inappropriate



2005-present  (& What has changed?)
What’s happened in the recent past to help empower 
“safety” in our research community?
• Slow but steady increase in cultural “awareness” of safety 

as a fundamental in research and education
• EHS seen more as a partner rather than a hindrance to 

research & teaching
• Safety “dashboards” for PI’s, Safety related statistics for 

CHO, Administration, Safety “Tools” for researchers
• Tools, resources, and research relevant information



Examples of “Tangibles” for Safety Gains

Safety Statistics
• EHS provides their data in 

hierarchical tiers
• PI
• Dept
• Dean
• Vice-Chancellor

Events Drive Resources

• External Audit Helps Uncover 
Deficiencies

• Serious Lab Accidents Raise 
Awareness

• National “Organizations” Provide 
Tools/Resources

• Campus/UC Provides “Tools, 
Resources”

• Building Designs Help (in some 
cases) 



• Safety Training with improved laboratory relevance
• CHUA (Chemical Hazard Use “Application”

• CHO, PI, Dept., and “Researcher” all have views of their status
• BUA (Biohazard Use Authorization)
• VIDEOs – practical resources for researchers to understand 

safety as a fundamental part of their activities in the lab
• e.g. : SPLASH ZONE, STAY PROTECTED

• UC System: Providing Tools that support EHS, Faculty, 
Staff/Students

• Students (graduate, post-doctoral, and undergraduate) are 
sharing best links…

On Line Resources Drive Up “Access” & 
Interest



ACS : CHAS, CCS, Leadership/Governance
Our division, committee(s), and leadership are growing the tools 
and resources that provide real advantages to our members in 

terms of Safety.

Safety has become an everyday part of our conversations and our 
profession.

Thanks you for your attention and participation!
B-Safe!


