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Laboratory Safety Teams (LSTs)

¾ Researcher-Led

¾ Focus on

9 Solving Tangible Needs
9 Bringing Groups Together
9 Communication
9 Useful Training
9 Resources

11

¾ Researcher-Led
%XW«�why?

Sarah
12

Laboratory Safety Teams (LSTs)
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Why is this stuff in MY refrigerator?
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Audience Survey Question
ANSWER THE QUESTION ON BLUE SCREEN IN ONE MOMENT

� Yes

� No

� Not applicable
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Have you ever had to handle disposal of inherited samples or 

expired legacy chemicals?
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A Graduate Student Trying to Resolve 
Long-Standing Safety Issues on My Own

Working to Solve It All Together With LSTs!

15

Succession Planning

¾ User training system: ض

¾ Lab manager training system: ?
� Documentation
� Knowledge transfer
� Training
� Overlap

¾ %HVW�LQWHQWLRQV���UHVXOWV

16
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Chemical Inventory

¾ How to keep track of hazards 
in each lab?

¾ Collaborative multidisciplinary 
research spaces 
� Unique challenges

¾ Policies vs. Practicality

kali
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Audience Survey Question
ANSWER THE QUESTION ON BLUE SCREEN IN ONE MOMENT

� Yes

� No

� Not applicable

18

Have you ever had to work with a poorly-maintained or non-

existent chemical inventory system?
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Connecting Student Safety Enthusiasts

¾ Common problems: Lack of 
communication & human error

¾ How to make it easy to do what 
\RX¶UH�VXSSRVHG�WR�GR?

¾ Involvement in safety groups

kali
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Turns Out, Reality is Not So Clean

As an outsider, my expectations were miscalibrated

University of St. Andrews

Brandeis

UT Austin

UChicago

Berkeley
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Time Spent Digging for Equipment

Utter 
chaos

Do we have what 
I need to start 

this new project?

- to -

21

Time Spent Searching for Chemicals

Do we have what I need to start this new project?

22
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Time Spent Tracking Figuring Out Unknown Messes

Whose mess is this? How long has this hotplate been on?

'RHV�DQ\RQH�NQRZ�ZKDW¶V�LQ�WKLV�XQODEHOHG�YLDO"

23

Why I Co-Founded My LST

%XW�LW�GLGQ¶W�ODVW���
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Audience Survey Question
ANSWER THE QUESTION ON BLUE SCREEN IN ONE MOMENT

� Too many times

� A few times 

� Never

� Not applicable

25

How often have you encountered a disruptive equipment mess or chemical 

contamination that was produced by previous occupants of your lab space? 

,W¶V�DFWXDOO\�LQ�all of our best 
interests to solve this problem.

Address the salience

26

Why I Co-Founded My LST
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Safety professionals as allies 
Alone and Confused when 
it comes to lab safety?

27

Audience Survey Question
ANSWER THE QUESTION ON BLUE SCREEN IN ONE MOMENT

� Yes, they were helpful

� Yes, they were NOT helpful

� No͕�/�ŚĂǀĞŶ͛ƚ�ŶĞĞĚĞĚ�ƚŚĞŵ

� No͕�/�ĚŽŶ͛ƚ�ŬŶŽǁ�ĂŶǇŽŶĞ�/�ĐĂŶ�ĐŽŶƚĂĐƚ

� Not applicable

28

Have you ever contacted safety professionals for help with specific questions about 

research safety or hazardous waste issues in your lab?
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Monica
29

Safety-related Team Conversations with Peers

30

Safety Networks
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Research Productivity and Housekeeping Challenges

31

Graduate and Postdoctoral Led
Laboratory Safety Teams

Safety Professionals 
and Faculty Champions
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The workshop started at an 
ACS National Meeting in 
2018...and the rest is history!

Jessica
33

dchas.org

Jessica DeYoung, University of Iowa
Omar Leon Ruiz, University of California, Los Angeles

Sarah Zinn, University of Chicago
Cristian Aviles-Martin, University of Connecticut

2021 CHAS Graduate Student Safety Leadership Award

Recognizing graduate student researcher or recent graduate who demonstrates outstanding 
leadership in the area of chemical health & safety in their laboratory or department.

,Q�UHFRJQLWLRQ�RI�WKHVH�VWXGHQWV¶�FROOHFWLYH�DQG�LQGLYLGXDO�FRQWULEXWLRQV�WR�WKH�ZRUNVKRS�
³(PSRZHULQJ�$FDGHPLF�5HVHDUFKHUV�WR�6WUHQJWKHQ�6DIHW\�&XOWXUH´�supported by the ACS 
Division of Chemical Health and Safety and for their role in developing and strengthening 

Laboratory Safety Teams (LSTs) at their respective institutions.
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Workspace: labsafetyteams

35

dchas.org
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Empowering Academic Researchers to 

Strengthen Safety Culture

This 4-hour workshop is primarily directed at frontline researchers in academic institutions: graduate students, 
postdoctoral scholars, and undergraduate students. Faculty and safety staff are also very much encouraged to participate.

Workshop goals are to:

� Educate participants about the value of risk 
assessment

� Guide participants towards gaining awareness of 
safety culture messages from the leadership at their 
institutions

� Empower participants to expand their safety networks 
and develop laboratory safety teams.

https://dchas.org

Sunday, March 20, 2021 from 2PM ʹ 6PM EDT. 

The workshop is $25 per participant. 

RACHEL WILEY
STEM Doctoral Fellow,

The University of Memphis

OMAR LEON RUIZ
Graduate Student, 

Department of Chemistry & 
Biochemistry, UCLA

8www.acs.org/acswebinars

https://dchas.org/
http://www.acs.org/acswebinars

